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“You are going to see someone that is transferring here
to win,” says transfer receiver Sterling Galban
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/01/you-are-going-to-see-someone-that-is-transferring-here-to-win-says-transfer-receiversterling-galban/
February 1, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Sunday afternoon, former Texas Tech wide receiver Sterling Galban announced via
social media that he was transferring to Jacksonville State.
“You are going to see someone that is transferring here to win,” Galban told The Chanticleer.
“Someone that is bought into everything the coaches are asking to help this team become
ASUN and Conference-USA champions.”
A three-star prospect out of high school, Galban was also ranked as the No. 180 player in
the state of Texas and the No. 27 wide receiver by 247Sports.
“I want to come in and be a productive contribution to a championship football team,” said
Galban. “I know that I will be able to help with my skill set in this offense we are going to be
running so I think it is a great fit.
When asked about his visit to Jacksonville State, Galban detailed that Jacksonville State has
a championship mentality and that Coach Rodriguez’s vision sets him, and JSU, apart.

1/2

“My visit to JSU was great. Everything from the people of the town to the teammates and
coaches to the campus,” said Galban. “The vision that Coach Rod has for this program and
all the other coaches is what set JSU apart. They are in it to win now rather than take time to
build the program and that’s something that a lot of schools don’t think they can do. The
confidence this staff has, as well as the players on the team for the future is what stands out
and I think this is a great opportunity.”
When asked what he brings to the table for JSU football, Galban noted that he brings work
ethic. Galban also detailed how hard work builds not just play on the field, but confidence in
your performance.
“What I bring to the table for this program is my work ethic and dawg mentality. I feel that in
order to have a great team you need leaders that lead by example,” said Galban. “One thing
you can’t take away is the work someone puts towards something. Going hard for something
builds confidence that ultimately lets you play looser and lets you rely on your training during
games so that you are able to perform up to your potential.”
With Rich Rodriguez having almost completed filling his staff, Galban detailed how there is a
“family” environment in the program. He also mentioned that most of his talks were with
newly hired offensive assistant and wide receivers coach Ryan Garrett. Garrett spent 2021
as a graduate assistant with Rodriguez at ULM.
I have mainly talked to Coach Garrett during the transfer process but on my visit I talked to
just about everyone on staff. I got to know everybody on a personal level and love the family
environment of the program.
When asked about the upcoming conference shift, Galban noted that “The upcoming
conference shift wasn’t the biggest thing that led me to the decision, but it definitely helped,
knowing playing in the FBS brings more national exposure. It also gives you a better chance
at getting a shot at the NFL because they see you are playing better competition.”
The Gamecocks will open their season in Montgomery on Saturday, August 27 against
Stephen F. Austin. The following week on Saturday, Sept. 3, JSU will take on Davidson for
their first game of the season at Burgess-Snow. Kickoff for this game, and all games at
Burgess-Snow this season, will be at 1 p.m.
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Gamecocks fall prey to the North Florida Ospreys,
breaking ten game win streak
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/03/gamecocks-fall-prey-to-the-north-florida-ospreys-breaking-ten-game-win-streak/
February 4, 2022

Justin Travis, Correspondent
Playing back at home for the first time after a short road stint, the men’s team was greeted
with a rowdy home crowd that sadly led to a 88-76 defeat. In a matchup against a team that
is coming off of a one win month, Jacksonville State was caught off guard by the tenacious 517 team.
North Florida got off to a soaring start by running the court fast and shooting from deep,
hitting four quick threes, carrying the lead to 16-8 forcing an early JSU timeout. After getting
killed with offensive rebounds and a flurry of three point makes, the Gamecocks stormed
back with a barrage of paint points and sealed a 12-4 run to cut the lead to 25-29 with a little
over eight minutes to play in the first half. Capping the fantastic run with an empathic dunk by
Darian Adams, forcing a UNF timeout this time. Responding from their forced timeout with a
pair of threes the Ospreys were able to build the lead to ten with a 35-25 score with a little
under four minutes to play in the half.
Fueled by a myriad of offensive rebounds of their own from Kayne Henry and great
defensive effort from the whole team, the Gamecocks were able to cut the score to two
possessions going into the half. Trailing just 35-31 at half, Jacksonville State was led by
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Brandon Huffman with 12 early points, as he was the only Gamecock in double figure
through a half of play. On the other side, Jose Placer for UNF scored 13 points, almost
matching his season average of 14.3 points per game early on.
The second half started off much like how the first half did, with UNF running and gunning in
transition from deep, and JSU focusing more on half court offense and low post work. North
Florida was able to balloon the lead to 51-40 after five minutes of play in the second half.
The Ospreys took the biggest lead of the game, 60-44, after forcing the second Jacksonville
State timeout by Coach Harper with 11 minutes and 35 seconds left to play. The next few
minutes of play was much the same, UNF was hitting open threes consistently throughout
and JSU was struggling to get their own open shots to fall.
Frustration came to ahead when Darian Adams drove to the basket, and with the belief of
numerous players and the hundreds of fans in attendance, was fouled. Sadly the referees
did not see it this way. This led to Coach Ray Harper storming the court at the ref and picking
up a technical foul with 3:43 to go down by 17. The frustration did not stop there, as the
whistles continued to ring out from the referees, a good number of which were not quite
appreciated by the “Friendliest Campus in the South.”
The game ended with Carter Hendrickson of North Florida scoring a game high 27 points,
shooting 6-11 from behind the arc. He was nearly matched in scoring by his teammate Jose
Placer who had 25 points. For Jacksonville State, Brandon Huffman led the team with 19
points, eight rebounds, and two blocks. Jalen Finch and Darian Adams were not far behind
scoring 16 points of their own.
The Jacksonville State Gamecocks (15-7) will play their next game this Saturday, February
5th, at 4:00 p.m. against the Jacksonville University Dolphins (13-7). This will be their second
straight game at home.
Justin Travis, Correspondent
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Meet the new interim dean of the College of Business and
Industry
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/04/meet-the-new-interim-dean-of-the-college-of-business-and-industry/
February 5, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Dr. Brent Cunningham was named interim dean of the College of Business and Industry.
Cunningham was born in Gadsden but grew up in Tennessee. He came back to Alabama to
attend college at JSU, where he earned his bachelor’s degree in marketing and where he
met his wife.
Cunningham comes from a long line of family members who are alumni of JSU, so the
university holds a special place in his heart.
“Two of our sons have gone here, so you can tell we love JSU. My wife and I loved our time
here going to football games and basketball games,” Cunningham said.
Cunningham said he has very fond memories of the old Merrill Hall building and of all the
professors that impacted his future.
“It says a lot for a university that the alum remember so much about it because they had
such positive experiences here,” Cunningham said. “This is where I decided what I would do
for the rest of my life. My career choice was made, and I was helped in making that decision
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by JSU, and my advisors and my professors.”
After he graduated from JSU, he earned his master’s degree from the University of Alabama
and his doctorate from the University of Mississippi.
Cunningham said he came back to JSU as an assistant professor of marketing and was
promoted a few years later to associate professor. He was named the department head of
Management and Marketing in 2018. He served in this position until he was appointed
interim dean on Jan. 3.
He said just in the few weeks he has been dean, morale is up, new ideas are flowing, and
exciting things are already happening in the college. His goal is to continue to host events for
faculty to bring all three divisions of the college together to create one big “CBI family.”
According to Cunningham, his vision is to take modern technology and business practices to
get students ready for the modern career world.
The new Merrill Hall building is already assisting with his vision, he said. The building is
equipped with the fastest wifi network on campus as well as state of the art technology in the
classrooms, meeting rooms and labs
“The center of everything that we do is preparing our students for our careers … We want
our students to be ready on day one of that first job out of college,” Cunningham said.
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Jacksonville State defeats North Florida 66-58
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/04/jacksonville-state-defeats-north-florida-66-58/
February 5, 2022

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Thursday, February 3, the Gamecocks defeated North Florida 66-58. Jacksonville State’s
record improves to 16-5 and 7-2 in the ASUN. JSU is three games ahead of Eastern
Kentucky for first place in the ASUN West Division.
Senior Shawnta Shaw led the Gamecocks in scoring with 11 points. Senior Kennedy Gavin
scored 10 points. Sophomore Keiara Griffin was also a big contributor with 7 points and 8
rebounds.
JSU took over the tightly contested game with a 20-2 run during the second and third
quarters. The run covered 6:37 of game time. The run began with a three pointer by senior
Imari Martin to put the Gamecocks up 28-25. They used the run to get a 40-27 lead.
“We have been pretty good at starting second halves and I think today was no exception,”
JSU women’s basketball head coach Rick Pietri stated. “We closed the second quarter well,
but we had a really good start in the third and held a lead.”
The Gamecocks’ defense was a big reason for the victory over the Ospreys. For the 21st
time this, JSU won the turnover battle with a plus-seven turnover margin. JSU also
outrebounded North Florida 40-34.
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“A seven-posession differential, they had 19 turnovers to our 12, so I think that difference
was big for us and gave us some extra possessions,” said Pietri.
JSU’s next game will be at home on Saturday, February 5 at 1:45 p.m. against Jacksonville.
JSU fans will be able to watch the game on ESPN+.
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UPD investigates series of local car burglaries
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/04/upd-investigates-series-of-local-car-burglaries/
February 5, 2022

Emily Ford, Correspondent
A recent slew of car burglaries along the Mountain Street area have raised concerns for
locals.
The University Police Department (UPD) has received five reports of vehicle burglaries in the
university’s jurisdiction within the last three weeks. The Jacksonville Police Department,
whose officers work closely with the UPD, has received additional reports within the same
time frame.
JSU’s Chief of Police and Director of Public Safety, Michael Barton, estimates that there
have been 10 reports of these burglaries between both departments in the last three weeks.
In each one of these cases, the door of the vehicle has been unlocked, and the items that
were stolen have been left visible in the vehicle.
There have been no reports in which a window has been broken or forcible entry is evident.
There was a similar vehicle burglary that occurred during Christmas break in which one
window had been broken, but officials believe that incident was not connected to the more
recent cases.
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These crimes have all occurred between the hours of 10 p.m. and 4 a.m., and many have
been reported to have happened in the parking lots of various apartments along Mountain
Street and in the Mountain Street mobile home park. It has been about a week since the
most recent incident was reported.
None of the victims saw the thief, so the UPD has not made a positive I.D. at this time.
However, officials suspect that it is the same person who has committed all the burglaries
based on the pattern of the location and timing. They also suspect that the thief lives in the
Mountain Street area and is someone who is taking advantage of their neighbors.
They are encouraging anyone with information to come forward. Any tips given to the police
will remain anonymous if the witness does not wish to be named. Tips and information can
also be reported to Crime Stoppers anonymously.
The UPD is encouraging people on campus to take simple steps to protect themselves and
their belongings.
These steps include locking all doors to vehicles, apartments or dorms, parking under a light
or close to a building where people are present, and taking valuables out of the car. If there
are valuables that cannot be taken out, keep them out of view, so a thief will not have a
reason to get into the vehicle. Items can be locked in the trunk, put under the seat, covered
up, or placed in the console.
These safety tips are important because thieves want to slip in as quietly and quickly as
possible, so if a door is locked, they will often go to the next vehicle and look for an easy
opportunity.
According to Capt. Brandon Singleton, “Last week, we had two cars that were broken into
that were parked side by side. One of them had a wallet stolen, but the other one didn’t have
anything taken because there was nothing to take, but both vehicles were unlocked in the
parking lot.”
The UPD has had an extra presence in the Mountain Street area and has also
communicated
with the residents in the area to be vigilant and to call 911 if they witness any suspicious
activity.
“I encourage people to remember that safety and security are not just the responsibility of the
police. It takes everybody to keep the community safe,” said Barton.

2/2

JSU’s Track and Field has a successful week at
Bellarmine
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/06/jsus-track-and-field-has-a-successful-week-at-bellarmine/
February 6, 2022

Jo Mayo, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State track and field team traveled to Kentucky on February fourth to
compete in the PNC Bank Bellarmine Classic. Seventeen Gamecocks participated in this
indoor meet as the season is getting closer to an end.
The sprinting events are where the Gamecocks showed out. Malon Lee competed in the 60
Meter Dash and placed sixth with a time of 7.84 seconds. Close behind was Madesen
Holman in eighth with 7.92. Not only did Lee do great in the 60 meters, but also in the 200
meters where she placed fifth with 25.49 seconds. Imani Dent also competed placing 21st
with 27.34 seconds.
The next great event for these athletes was the 60 Meter Hurdles. Ashton Coats placed
second with a time of 8.980. She was less than a tenth of a second from beating Amyah
Davis from Murray State with a time of 8.973. Charlotte Innes and Caroline Minozzi both also
ran a good race placing sixth and 17th.
Another top ten finisher was Leandra Custodio who placed fifth in the 400 Meter Dash with a
time of 58.46.
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Several athletes competed in the one-mile run, and the top finisher for JSU was freshman
Sierra Wainer who placed 17th in 5:28.27. She also placed 17th in the 3000 meter run with a
time of 10:56.67. In front of her was Elizabeth Wetmore in 14th with 10:43.92.
Kirsen Gardner was the only thrower, and she was a top-ten finisher. She placed fifth in the
Shot Put with a distance of 11.30 meters which she got on her first attempt. There once
again were no athletes in the jumping events.
For the pole vault, Kayley Stanley cleared 3.35 meters to claim eighth place. She did not
miss a single vault until her last height. Bethany Davis also cleared 3.35 meters, but because
of one foul at this height, it put her in tenth.
The 4×4 Relay had only an “A” team at this meet, but they placed an exciting second place
while getting their personal record. Coats, Holman, Custodio, and Tucker had a combined
time of 3:55.14. Before this, their best was 3:57.84.
The Gamecocks achieved ten total top ten places against over fifteen other teams in this
strong meet. They now have only one meet left to compete in until the ASUN competition.
The next meet will take them back to Birmingham for the Samford Bulldog Invite on Friday,
Feb. 11.
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JSU Men’s Basketball wins a close conference game
against Jacksonville
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/06/jsu-mens-basketball-wins-a-close-conference-game-against-jacksonville/
February 6, 2022

Kaelyn Albright, Correspondent
JSU men’s basketball took on the Jaclsonville Dolphins in a close conference game, ending
in a key 64-58 victory for the Gamecocks. Everyone in “The Pete,” was kept on the edge of
their seat with this close scoring, high octane game.
The Gamecocks take the early lead over the Dolphins. JSU set the pace of the game early
on with a fast and exciting pace. The Dolphins took the lead with ten minutes left in the first
half with a score of 16- 15. The Gamecocks eventually tied up the game, 26-26, with just
three minutes remaining in the first half. Senior Kayne Henry put the Gamecocks back in the
lead with a dunk causing the weekend crowd to erupt in applause. After this, the Gamecocks
got back into their fast paced game and ended the first half in the lead with a score of 33-30.
The second half started off just as fast paced and exciting as the first. Senior Darian Adams
kicked the second half off strong for the Gamecocks with a three pointer making the score
36-30.
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Jacksonville took the lead from the Gamecocks with a score of 49-48 about halfway through
the second half. However, the Dolphins lead was not for long, as Darian Adams made a
three pointer giving the Gamecocks the lead with the score of 51-49. Later in the half, Kayne
Henry gets a rebound giving the ball to Jalen Finch. Finch gets fouled and makes both foul
shots widening the gap even more with a score of 59-49. Ultimately, the Gamecocks
continue to hold their lead eventually winning with a score of 64-48.
The Gamecocks played an incredible game and have the stats to back it up. Senior Darian
Adams had the most points scored in the game with a total of 22. Kayne Henry racked 13
rebounds, leading the Gamecocks. Junior Jalen Finch had the most assists for the night with
six.
The Gamecocks take on their conference game, on Wednesday, Feb. 9 at Stetson
University.
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JSU’s Women’s Basketball wins 17th game of the season
over Jacksonville University
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/07/jsus-womens-basketball-wins-17th-game-of-the-season-over-jacksonville-university/
February 8, 2022

Preston Odam, Correspondent

Jacksonville State women’s basketball defeated the other Jacksonville University Dolphins at
the Pete Mathews Coliseum 72-59 on Saturday, Feb. 5. This victory marked the 17th win of
the season for the Lady Gamecocks this season.
JSU gained an early fourth quarter lead of 22 points and had been in control of the game the
entire time by outscoring the Dolphins in the first three quarters. Jacksonville University did
rally in the final eight minutes of regulation scoring 26 points in that time. JSU was able to
hang on to the lead to capture the Gamecocks’ eighth win in ASUN play making their record
a solid 8-2 and 17-5 overall.
“We defended exceptionally well for three quarters and to start the fourth quarter we
defended well but once we got that 22-point lead, we just completely stopped playing,” Head
Coach Rick Pietri told JSU Sports information, “To Jacksonville’s credit, they didn’t roll over.
They put their foot on the accelerator, and we couldn’t get our minds back to what we
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needed to be doing. They started attacking us with pressure and honestly, we had handled
the pressure well up until that point, but we just got soft and weak and allowed them to really
push it back from 22 all the way to seven.”
Senior guard Imari Martin led the Gamecocks with 17 points on three of four shooting from
three point land. She led a total of three Gamecock players who all added double figures.
Martin knocked down her 50th three-pointer of the season with her first made three of the
game as well as getting to 96 career three pointers made during the game. She is only four
threes away from being the second-fastest player to hit 100 threes in her JSU career. Senior
Kyra Williams came off the bench and added a career high of 12 points. Junior Nekiyah
Thompson added 10 points as well.
Neither team could get the lid off of the basket to begin the game as there was a near two
and a half minute stretch of not scoring. Martin was able to hit the first field goal of the game
to gain an early 2-0 advantage for the Gamecocks. The Dolphins would cut the lead to just
two late in the first before a second chance basket from Williams gave JSU the lead 14-10
entering the second period.
For a seven minute span, the Gamecocks outscored the Dolphins 6-0 in the second quarter.
Jacksonville would then go on a 9-3 run in the second quarter to trim into the JSU lead. Late
in the second, Keiara Griffin hit an and-one to give the Gamecocks a 24-19 lead at the
halftime break.
JSU would come out on fire in the second half by scoring 23 points in the third quarter while
holding the Dolphins to 12. This scoring outburst and solid defense gave JSU a 47-31 lead at
the end of the third quarter. Williams knocked down a jump shot early in the fourth quarter to
grant the Gamecocks their largest lead of the game, 55-33. JU would go on to cut the lead to
seven for the Gamecocks before six crucial free throw makes over the final two-minutes of
regulation allowed JSU to hang on to a 72-59 win.
“The good news is we were able to hold them off. We made a bunch of free-throws late. We
didn’t shoot them well for the game, but we shot them well late,” Pietri said. “We did just
enough to hold them off and get a 13-point win. I’m happy that our kids were able to finish
this. Now we put this behind us and move on to the next one.”
JSU continued their trend of dominating in the second half this season. The Gamecocks
scored 48 points in the second half compared to only 24 points in the first half. JSU also
dominated the boards grabbing 45 rebounds compared to 33 by the Dolphins. JSU won the
battle for offensive rebounds as well grabbing 16 compared to the Dolphins 10. Kennedy
Gavin led the way rebounding for the Gamecocks with 11 herself. This season, JSU is an
impressive 13-0 when they out rebound their opponents.
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The Gamecocks will head to Deland, Florida to face the Stetson Hatters for the final cross
divisional matchup of the regular season on Wednesday. The game is set for a 4 p.m. tip off
at the Edmunds Center. The game will be available for streaming on ESPN+ as well as
WLJS 91.9 FM, JSU’s student-run radio station. Fans can stay up to date with the Lady
Gamecocks on social media @JSUGamecockWBB.
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As JSU grows, so could tuition prices
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/08/as-jsu-grows-so-could-tuition-prices/
February 8, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Students may see tuition prices increase for the first time in six years, President Don
Killingsworth announced at a town hall meeting on Monday.
At the meeting, Killingsworth reported several updates on new facilities around campus. With
these new campus developments, students questioned if their tuition rates will be raised
because of the construction expenses.
According to Killingsworth, students will probably see an increase in their tuition and fees this
fall. He attributed the potential raise in prices to the debt the university took on to fund the
almost $200 million worth of capital projects, which is $40 million over the university’s yearly
budget of $160 million.
To keep the credit rate stable, the university has to show credit rating agencies that it has a
plan to bring in a certain amount of money over the next several years, according to
Killingsworth.
“It could mean tuition and fees increase. Not because we’re putting the construction projects
on the backs of the students. That’s not the case at all. I think we all bear the burden of
campus growth,” he said.
1/2

Killingsworth did not have an exact amount for how much the tuition will increase, but he said
he wants to make sure it is still affordable for students.
“Even if we do have to raise tuition, and the budget committee is looking at that right now for
a proposal to the trustees in April, we will anticipate us still being down at below the cost for
any institution in the state of Alabama,” Killingsworth said.
Garrett Harrelson, a graduate student and member of SGA Senate, questioned Killingsworth
about the proposed tuition increase and was not surprised by the response he got.
“I’ve kind of seen it coming just because, again, the university is planning all these projects,
and with the way Alabama funds their public universities, the students are gonna wind up
footing the bill,” Harrelson said.
The bill Harrelson referred to includes the price of the new Merrill Hall building, the Randy
Owens Performing Arts Center and the stadium upgrades.
The stadium alone is a $112 million project, according to Killingsworth, and it is anticipated to
be completed by May 2024. The new stadium will bring a housing facility with 350 beds, a
dining facility that is triple the size of the current facility and a new parking deck, Killingsworth
said.
According to building and finance documents distributed at the Board of Trustees meeting in
January, the project to rebuild Merrill Hall stayed on its budget of about $51 million.
Killingsworth said the building is nearing completion and should have its ribbon cutting in
April.
The documents also show the Randy Owens Performing Arts Center is on budget at almost
$60 million. Killingsworth said the building is still in the design phase and anticipates
construction will start by January 2023.
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Former JSU head baseball coach and hall of famer Rudy
Abbott passes away
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/09/former-jsu-head-baseball-coach-and-hall-of-famer-rudy-abbott-passes-away/
February 10, 2022

Abbie Tarvin, Correspondent
On Wednesday afternoon, it was announced that former head baseball coach, Rudy Abbott,
passed away.
Jacksonville State University mourned the loss of beloved baseball coach, Rudy Abbott.
Abbott had a well-established career in sports all his life. The majority of his career was
spent coaching, both at the collegiate level and just as a volunteer for local youth teams.
However, as an Anniston local, some of this time he spent as a sportswriter for the Anniston
Star.
“Jacksonville State University, and certainly our baseball program, is very saddened by the
passing of Coach Rudy Abbott,” current head baseball coach Jim Case told JSU Sports
Information. “The success he achieved on the field is beyond impressive, but the lives he
touched and those he influenced will be what is most remembered. We are thankful for the
legacy he left for JSU baseball and the tradition of excellence that will forever be associated
with the name, Rudy Abbott. Mrs Sue, the family and all those touched by Coach Abbott will
be in our prayers.”
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Over the course of his career, he was awarded several Hall of Fame titles including the JSU
Athletics Hall of Fame, the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame, the Gulf South Conference Hall of
Fame, and the Calhoun County Sports Hall of Fame.
“This is a sad day for Jacksonville State University and the Calhoun County Community,”
JSU Athletics Director Greg Seitz told JSU Sports Information. “Coach Abbott built the
foundation for our baseball program and won over 1,000 games, but his contributions to JSU
and his community go much farther than wins. He loved JSU and our community and
continued to serve long after his career ended. I, along with so many whose lives he
impacted, will miss him dearly. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Sue, his children
and the rest of his family.”
When he returned to Jacksonville State late in his life, he coached on campus for 32 years.
During his time here he led the team to several successes including eight Gulf Conference
Tournament titles and won or shared three ASUN division championships, while also taking
the team to the NCAA Division II World Series seven times with two titles in 1990 and 1991.
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Shaw posts career-high 16 points, Gavin posts doubledouble as Gamecocks fall to Stetson
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/09/shaw-posts-career-high-16-points-gavin-posts-double-double-as-gamecocks-fall-tostetson/
February 10, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
In a key conference matchup against the Stetson Hatters, the Gamecocks fell after a slow
first quarter and a fourth quarter where the Hatters outscored them 23-27.
With the loss, the Gamecocks fall to 17-6 overall and 8-3 in conference play. Despite the
loss, the Gamecocks still sit atop the ASUN West Division, 3.5 games ahead of North
Alabama, who sits in second.
JSU shot just 11.1% on 3-point shots in the contest while shooting 36.9% from the field after
starting the game 0-5 on field goals.
“Our problem right now is that we continue to have horrific starts. We dug ourselves into a 72 hole to start and lost the game by four. It’s just what this team does, and I’m really
frustrated by it. Outside of Jacksonville, all ten of our other conference games have started
poorly and I’m really confused about how to address that,” said Head Coach Rick Pietri after
the game to JSU Sports Information.
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Shawnta Shaw, who had a career night, posted a career-high 16 points and shot 6-8 from
the field. Shaw also posted eight rebounds, five steals and a block against the Hatters.
Kennedy Gavin posted a double-double in the contest, putting up 15 points to go alongside a
team-leading 11 rebounds.
Jacksonville State will return home to take on Central Arkansas on Saturday, Feb. 12 at 1:45
p.m. This game will serve as a “Pink Game,” and all Gamecocks fans are encouraged to
dress in pink.
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“Slow down and pay attention”: crosswalk incidents
raise concern for UPD
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/10/slow-down-and-pay-attention-crosswalk-incidents-raise-concern-for-upd/
February 10, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
The university is asking students to take precautions after recent reports of pedestrians
being struck by vehicles at crosswalks around campus.
According to Michael Barton, Chief of Police and Director of Public Safety at JSU, two
crosswalk incidents have happened on campus since January.
The first incident happened on Jan. 20 at 1:35 p.m. at the University Recreation Center,
according to police records. Barton said two university staff members were struck by a
student motorist at the crosswalk on Pelham Road at Beck Circle.
According to Barton, one victim had to be hospitalized but is now recovering. He said an
investigation was done, and the driver took the proper steps in reporting the accident.
Barton said the second incident happened on Feb. 1 at approximately 5:35 p.m. at the
crosswalk on Pelham Road at University Circle, going towards the library. A motorist, who is
not affiliated with JSU, struck a student before fleeing the scene. Barton said the student
refused medical treatment when officers arrived.
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Officials are still investigating the incident and believe the motorist was driving over the
speed limit and ran the redlight when they hit the student, Barton said. The UPD worked with
the City of Jacksonville to obtain warrants for the individual, and that person is actively being
sought by officials, according to Barton.
Barton said he wants everyone to take extra safety precautions while walking and driving to
avoid accidents. He said the first step is to “slow down and pay attention.”
“When I come to a crosswalk, I make it a point to put my phone back in my pocket, and at
that intersection, I stop. I wait on the vehicle that’s coming to either stop or keep going. If
they stop, I wave, and I want to make eye contact with them. That way I know they
acknowledge my presence at that crosswalk … I think that’s a great practice for everybody,”
Barton said.
Barton said the university is working with public safety departments to make campus safer
for pedestrians, but it is a complicated process because of the Alabama Department of
Transportation procedures. Barton said because Pelham Road is part of a state highway, the
city cannot add signs or traffic lights without approval from the state, but they are working on
other solutions.
“I’ve engaged with the district engineer for this district, as well as the officials with the City of
Jacksonville, to talk about what additional measures can be put in place at these locations
that we know have had recent incidents,” Barton said.
Barton also said the UPD will continue to patrol crosswalks in problem areas.
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Jacksonville State falls to Stetson, 63-57
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/10/jacksonville-state-falls-to-stetson-63-57/
February 11, 2022

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Wednesday, Feb. 9, Jacksonville State was defeated by Stetson 63-57. This was the first
road loss for the Gamecocks since they lost to Alabama on Dec. 18.
JSU’s overall record now stands at 16-8 and 9-2 in the ASUN. The Gamecocks now have a
8-2 record in their last ten games.
Senior Darian Adams led the Gamecocks with 19 points. Senior Brandon Huffman was also
a big contributor with 10 points and 11 rebounds.
Jacksonville State started the game out strong by scoring the first six points. A three-pointer
from senior Jalen Gibbs gave the Gamecocks a 37-20 lead with four minutes to play. Stetson
would then regain a little bit of momentum when they went on a 7-0 run near the end of the
first half. JSU entered halftime with a 41-29 lead.
JSU’s offense struggled to get going in the second half by only scoring 16 points. This
allowed the Hatters to come back and finally take a 52-50 lead with seven minutes left.
Stetson would hold on to the lead for the rest of the game. At one point, the Gamecocks
went seven minutes without making a field goal.
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This was the lowest scoring output in a half this season for JSU. It was the fewest scoring
output in a half since the Feb. 27, 2020 game against Tennessee State when they only
scored 13 points.
JSU’s next game will be at home on Saturday, Feb. 12 against Central Arkansas. Gamecock
fans will be able to watch the game on ESPN+.
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Coming home to JSU
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/11/coming-home-to-jsu/
February 11, 2022

Whitney Ervin, Features Editor
Buffy Lockette fell in love with Jacksonville State University the first time she ever visited the
campus. She was in 9th grade at Ohatchee High School, and had been chosen to compete
on her school’s math team. She accepted the opportunity despite, by her own admission,
being bad at math. During lunch, she walked to the city square and had lunch at Roma’s
Pizza with a friend, and said she felt like a grown-up. It was a fun experience that stuck with
her.
“From the first time I came to campus, I felt safe here,” Lockette told The Chanticleer in an
interview at Merrill Hall. “People talk about JSU being the friendliest campus in the South,
and I think what that meant for me was that nobody was pretentious. Nobody made me feel
like as a first-generation college student from a blue-collar family that I wasn’t good enough.”
Lockette was born in Boaz, Alabama and lived there until she was 8 years old. She moved
around quite a bit, including a couple years in Michigan and Lincoln, Alabama, before settling
in Ohatchee. Her mother was a cleaning lady and her step-father worked as a machinist.
When she was in high school, she worked hard but wasn’t sure about college. She got a
scholarship at Harry M. Ayers State Technical College, which was consolidated with
Gadsden State Community College in 2003. She planned to study computers, and hopefully
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figure the whole college thing out. Before Lockette was set to start she received a phone call
from her high school counselor with information about a recruitment program through JSU,
and going to her dream school became a reality.
Lockette majored in communications because as a senior in high school she was required to
read The Anniston Star everyday in her government class and she always did very well in
her English classes.
“I’m reading it every day, and I’m like ‘I could do this. I could write as well as this.’” Lockette
said.
Jerry Chandler, a communications professor who worked at JSU for 30 years until his death
in 2019, advised his students to make sure they worked to establish thorough writing
portfolios. Lockette took this advice to heart and threw herself into volunteering and gaining
as much experience as she could. She was interested in other concentrations besides
journalism, so in addition to volunteering for The Chanticleer, Lockette also volunteered as a
DJ for WLJS. She enjoyed doing both but felt The Chanticleer was her niche. She was the
managing editor of The Chanticleer during her sophomore year. She worked through college,
doing mostly internships and freelance writing.
“I actually ended up getting an internship at the office I now lead. Which is what was then
called news bureau and is now called strategic communications.”
It was during this time she also met Tim Lockette. Tim Lockette was also planning to become
a journalist. In 2000, Tim got an opportunity to work for The Gainesville Sun in Gainesville,
Florida, and asked Buffy to marry him and move to Gainesville. Lockette accepted despite
not being finished with her degree because she couldn’t imagine spending a year away from
Tim. She was still sad about leaving JSU, but her decision was met with support from the
people she talked to on campus. On one of her final days at JSU, Lockette spoke with Janet
Smart who worked in the English department. Smart helped give Lockette clarity about her
decision to go to Florida.
“I told her I wanted to work here, that I wanted to be the PR director,” Lockette said. “She
was basically like ‘you can always come back. You need to go out into the world and learn
some things to bring back.’”
Lockette transferred to the University of Florida where she completed her bachelor’s degree
in women’s studies and she worked for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences as their
spokesperson and editor of publications. She learned a different side of academia, with UF
being a more research-oriented college and JSU being more teaching-oriented. She loved
UF and the experience she had there, but still held a lot of affection for JSU.
“I basically PR-ed for JSU the whole time I was there,” Lockette said. “I used to tell them that
the people they were giving ‘Professor the Year’ awards to were like basic faculty at JSU.”
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In 2008, they decided to move back to Alabama to be closer to their family. The Lockette
family moved to Montgomery. She first worked for the city of Montgomery with the
Landmarks Foundation for a year and a half until she found a job in higher education.
“I have to do something in the non-profit or public sector because I have to feel like I’m
making a difference. Specifically, I really believe in the transformational power of higher
education,” Lockette said.
Lockette began working at Auburn University at Montgomery as the Manager of External
Communications. She also received her masters in communications from AUM.
In 2014, Patty Hobbs retired from her position as the Director of Public Relations at JSU. As
soon as the position was open, Lockette knew she had to try for it. Every step she’d taken in
her career was in pursuit of making her way back to JSU for this exact position.
“I was in it to win it,” she said. “I really wanted to do it and I was really blessed to get this
opportunity.”
Lockette has been back home since 2014, leading the office she worked at for two years
during her time as a student. In 2021, she had her transcript reviewed and discovered she
was only missing one credit from having her bachelors in communications from JSU. So, she
took a geography lab and now 20 years later has her JSU degree.
“Whether it’s a student doing their first tour who just knows this is where they need to be or
it’s an alum reflecting on their time here, the word everyone uses is home.”
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JSU updates mask policy for fourth time this academic
year
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/11/jsu-updates-mask-policy-for-fourth-time-this-academic-year/
February 12, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Anna Barrett, Correspondent
The university updated its mask mandate policy for the fourth time this academic year on
Thursday as cases drop on-campus.
The new policy will go into effect on Feb. 12. According to the statement released by the
Department of Public Safety, masks will be required in the RMC, on campus transportation
and when preparing or serving food.
Mask requirements in all other settings, like classrooms and advising sessions, will be at the
faculty’s discretion. Students and faculty are encouraged to still practice social distancing
everywhere else, according to the statement.
Abby Swearinger, freshman at JSU, said she feels as though the policy is reasonable and
has no issue with the decision being up to professors.
“I still think that we should because COVID is still a very real thing,” Swearinger said. “And I
like that they’re leaving it up to the teachers because you could have a class of like five
students in a classroom, and what’s the point? You can spread out.”
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However, Swearinger said she feels more comfortable wearing a mask when in a crowded
classroom.
Dr. Paul Hathaway, associate professor in the Department of Political Science, said he is
confident in the university’s decision based on the data, but he is going to take the comfort of
his students into consideration when deciding the mask requirement in his classrooms.
“If any student feels unsafe or needs a higher level of protection for their health, then I will
require masks in my classrooms,” Hathaway said.
Another faculty member, who wished to stay anonymous, said they are not confident that
data shows it is safe to lower the mask policy. They said they will require masks until the
transmission rate is below 10% to protect the vulnerable members in the community.
“While the rate of transmission is going down, I don’t think we’re quiet in the safe zone yet …
Community transmission in the U.S. is still entirely high,” the faculty member said.
According to the CDC COVID data tracker, Calhoun County still has a high community
transmission rate, and the website recommends all members of Calhoun County wear a
mask while in indoor spaces.
Michael Barton, Director of Public Safety and COVID Task Force Leader, said the President
and Cabinet made the decision to relax the mask policy after reviewing the established
metrics for COVID safety procedures.
Barton said the review “indicated a clear decline of campus cases over the past two weeks
as well as local hospitalizations, and region and statewide trends.” According to the JSU
COVID-19 dashboard, 17 cases were active on-campus as of Thursday.
Barton recommends for all members of the JSU community to continue to practice all
necessary actions for protection against COVID.
“It is also important, for those who are medically able, to receive the COVID-19 vaccination
that is right for them to help reduce the effects that infection might have on their body and the
impact on their family and friends,” Barton wrote in a statement.
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Gamecocks fall to Central Arkansas, 72-62, in key
conference matchup
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/12/gamecocks-fall-to-central-arkansas-72-62-in-key-conference-matchup/
February 13, 2022

Justin Travis, Correspondent
Returning back home after a short one game road trip, the men’s basketball team lost 72-62
in a hard fought game. Facing the same ASUN conference foe for the second time this
season, Jacksonville State just came up short in the very physical battle.
The Jacksonville State Gamecocks (16-9) will play their next game on the road this
Wednesday, February 16th, at 7:00 p.m. against the Lipscomb Bisons (10-16).
JSU had just three players in double digits, Kayne Henry had a nice double-double of 12
points and 10 rebounds, and the team was led in scoring by Darian Adams with 15.
With a 4:05 p.m. tip time, the Gamecocks came out of the gate running their patent half-court
offense that led to two paint buckets early on. The Central Arkansas Bears had a sputtering
start, which included two air balls and a blocked shot, but still had a three point lead after the
first five minutes of play. The early action was clearly one that was being dominated by
smothering defense by both teams. The Bears were the first of the teams to catch somewhat
of a rhythm on offense taking a 22-12 lead, forcing a JSU timeout after the first 12 minutes of
action.
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The next few minutes of play were much of the same, one tough and physical possession
after the other for both teams. The first half ended with an exclamation point three by Darian
Adams at the buzzer to cut a once double-digit lead down to nine at the half. The 32-23
score at half was greatly influenced by the 12-2 points off of turnover differential in favor of
Central Arkansas. The Bears were led by Camren Hunter and Jared Chatham who both
scored eight points. Jacksonville State on the other hand were led in scoring by guard Darian
Adams with five.
The second half start in Pete Mathews Coliseum was highlighted by a strong foul by Brandon
Huffman on an offensive rebound that led to an official review. Luckily the referees found it as
a common foul. That play woke up a more aggressive Gamecock team that started a team
best 7-0 run early in the half to cut the score to 38-33. That run was capped by an emphatic
transition dunk by Kayne Henry which fired up the crowd, forcing a Central Arkansas timeout
after the first five minutes of action. The next couple of minutes saw the Gamecocks continue
to cut into the lead, and eventually tie the game with a Demaree King three.

2/2

JSU Men’s and Women’s tennis team have an
outstanding exhibition match against Wallace
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/12/jsu-mens-and-womens-tennis-team-have-an-outstanding-exhibition-match-againstwallace/
February 13, 2022

Kaelyn Albright, Correspondent
The men and women’s tennis team took on Wallace in an exhibition match at JSU. The
women’s team defeated Wallace with a team score of 6-1, while the men’s team swept their
match by a score of 7-0.
The women started out very strong by sweeping double. In the No. 1 flight, Kennedi Jones
and Carolina Bulatovic took the first win for the Gamecocks with a 6-0 game score. The
Gamecocks kept the winning streak going with a 6-1 win at court two doubles, by Darian
Prato and Ella Tuomella. Anna Syrova and Balsen Kaya won court three doubles 6-2. The
Gamecocks did a good job of starting out strong and continued playing strong throughout
singles. Sophomore Anna Syrova had the first singles win with a 6-1, 6-0 two set win. Also,
in two sets, Ella Toumella won her singles match with a game score of 6-1, 6-1.
Toumella secured this win for the Gamecocks in the No.4 flight. At court six, Kennedi Jones
didn’t allow her opponent to score a game with a 6-0, 6-0 win. Sophomore, Darian Prato
gained a win in the No. 3 flight for JSU with a 6-0, 6-2 win. The last win for the Gamecocks
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comes from court five, Balsen Kaya, winning her two sets 6-1, 6-3. The JSU women had an
outstanding performance in their exhibition game against Wallace.
The JSU men’s tennis team had a sweeping win against Wallace in their exhibition match.
The first win for the men came from Alexander Vishnevskiy and Thomas Norwood with a 6-0
win in the No. 3 flight. Court one, Aljaz Kaplja and Joaquin Callejo, had a closer match
winning 6-4 over Wallace. However, the most intense match of the day came from number
two doubles, which was determined in a tie break. JSU still managed to secure the win for
their team with a score of 7-6. The Gamecocks swept all six singles in two sets. Court three,
Jordi Blachar, secured the first singles with a game score of 6-0, 6-1. Freshman, Logan Haga
was the next to win a match for JSU, 6-1, 6-0 in the fourth flight. At six singles Daisuke
Inagawa contributed to the sweeping win with a game score of 6-4, 6-0. Senior Thomas
Norwood won 6-1, 6-0 at court two. In the No.5 flight Haktan Garayey had a 6-2, 6-2 win over
the lions. Finally the Gamecocks finished with an impressive win by Joaquin Vallejo with a
score of 6-3, 6-3 at court one. The men’s team had a few close matches but ultimately
played an incredible match not letting Wallace have a game.
The women have their next match against UAB at the JSU tennis courts next Staturday at 11
p.m. The men have their next match Friday at 2 p.m. against West Alabama at the JSU
tennis courts.
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JSU secures another colosseum victory
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/14/jsu-secures-another-colosseum-victory/
February 14, 2022

Jo Mayo, Correspondent
Jacksonville State women’s basketball had a home-court advantage against Central
Arkansas on Saturday, Feb. 12. With a score of 66-48, the Gamecocks tied the record for the
most home game wins at 11, making their overall record 18-6. With only four games left in
the regular season, this win furthers their lead in the ASUN division at 9-3.
712 fans came to the Pete Mathews Coliseum to see a nail-biting start. Several girls
contributed to a good head start from the Gamecocks with help from Griffin scoring four
points. After leading 11-2, the Sugar Bears had nine consecutive points tying it up. The first
quarter ended with JSU barely in the lead 14-13, meaning it was anybody’s game.
The Gamecocks picked it up in the second quarter adding 23 points to their score, whereas
Central Arkansas added eight.
“It was a great quarter we had. Thompson hit a lot of big shots. It gave us a lot of momentum
going into halftime” said manager Ethan Whitcomb.
The 37-21 lead at the half gave confidence to the team to seal the game.
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JSU gained an even bigger lead in the third, making the score 59-32. This called for a
running clock in the fourth quarter. Even though UCA scored 16 to JSU’s seven, the team did
not feel threatened that the Sugar Bears could catch back up. “We decided to let off the gas
because we got up by so many,” said manager Harley Cook. The final score ended 66-48,
sealing another victory for the Gamecocks.
Thompson stepped up her game and was a major contributor. By making every free throw
while also shooting every available shot, she was the high scorer of the game with 16 points.
Right behind her was Griffin with 15. Even though Thompson was the most memorable of
the night, Gavin had the most playing time at 23 minutes. She scored six to help maintain
their lead.
The statistics for this game were interesting, as Gamecocks were 9-21 for three-pointers,
resulting in them shooting a remarkable 42.9%. Their free throws in the first half were also
strong, ending the game making 7-12 and 58.3%; however, what really made the difference
were turnovers. JSU forced several turnovers resulting in 14 points, while UCA only scored
seven. It was the little details that started to add up and really help the Gamecocks.
For their next game, the Gamecocks will travel to Nashville, Tennessee to take on Lipscomb
on Feb. 17. This game will be the second to last conference game, followed by Bellarmine on
Sunday, Feb. 20.
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Softball win 3 of 5 in ULM tournament
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/15/softball-win-3-of-5-in-ulm-tournament/
February 15, 2022

Coley Birchfield, Correspondent
JSU softball began their 2022 season last weekend at the ULM Best on the Bayou
tournament. The Gamecocks ended the weekend with a 3-2 record, ending the weekend
with two straight victories over Morehead State and Mississippi Valley State.
The Gamecocks also defeated Southern, 11-0, to begin the tournament. Before dropping
back-to back-games versus Southern Illinois-Edwardsville and Stephen F. Austin.
Offensive production was not a limitation for the Jax State squad who averages 7.2 runs per
game. Infielder Brantley Bonds, a Wallace State Community College transfer, batted an
impressive .588 which included 3 home runs and 12 RBIs. Bonds was voted the 2021
Alabama Community College Conference’s Player of the Year
Bonds is one of three transfers for head coach Jana McGinnis’s squad. Infielders Camryn
McLemore and Holly Stewart both transferred from South Alabama. McLemore is the most
contributable of the pair, starting in four of the five ULM games, with a .500 batting average
and compiling a perfect fielding percentage.

1/2

One area of focus during the off-season was replacing the production of All-OVC pitcher
Nicole Rodriguez, who earned a 2.42 ERA last season. Freshmen Kat Carter and Sarah
Currie answered the call, both pitching complete games on Sunday. Carter took the mound
for the four-hit shutout of Morehead State, and Currie pitched a two earned-run effort against
MVSU.
2022 will begin a season of transition for Jana McGinnis and her Gamecocks. JSU returns to
competition within the Atlantic-Sun Conference for the first time since 1996. The Gamecocks
will renew a rivalry against in-state, North Alabama, as well as their regional rivalry with
Kennesaw State and others.
JSU will travel this weekend to Hattiesburg, Mississippi for a tournament hosted by Southern
Miss. Jax State will play games against the host, as well as, Houston Baptist and ULMonroe.
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JSU maintenance worker shocked by electricity, airlifted
to UAB
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/16/jsu-maintenance-man-shocked-by-electricity-airlifted-to-uab/
February 16, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
On Wednesday a JSU staff member was injured in an electrical accident and flown to UAB
for medical treatment.
The University Police Department responded to the emergency situation at Jim Case
Stadium immediately, according to Michael Barton, UPD Chief of Police.
Barton said a JSU maintenance staff member was shocked by electricity when he came into
contact with a live electrical wire while performing routine maintenance tasks in the ceiling.
The UPD was the first on the scene after receiving a call about the incident at 10:34 a.m.,
according to Barton. When JSU officers arrived, bystanders were already performing CPR on
the worker, Barton said.
The Fire Department arrived on the scene shortly after the UPD, and it was decided the
worker needed to be airlifted based on the protocol for severe injuries, Barton said.
“Due to the severity of the injuries, it was determined we needed to Air Evac him out to an
advanced trauma center,” Barton said.
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According to Barton, the worker was taken to UAB Hospital to be treated for his injuries.
Barton said there is no update on the man’s condition, and his family has been notified.
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Gamecocks earn much needed conference win against
Lipscomb
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/16/gamecocks-earn-much-needed-conference-win-against-lipscomb/
February 17, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
After dropping three of their last four games, Jacksonville State was able to get a win on the
road, taking down Lipscomb in a 78-67 victory to earn their 10th conference victory of the
season.
With the victory, the Gamecocks improved their record to 17-9 overall and 10-3 in conference
play. Jacksonville State remains atop the ASUN West, tied with Bellarmine in conference
play but boasts the better overall record.
Jacksonville State was able to close out strong against the sneaky Lipscomb squad,
outscoring the Bisons 22-9 in the final ten minutes of the match and closing out the game
with a three-pointer from Darian Adams.
Jalen Finch, was 5-for-6 on three pointers in the contest, led the Gamecocks with 21 points,
while Darian Adams contributed 16 points of his own. Darian Adams led the team in
rebounds with eight, while Brandon Huffman racked up seven.
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The Gamecocks will stay on the road and take on Bellarmine on Feb. 20 in Louisville,
Kentucky. Jacksonville State will play their last two games of the season at home, with
contests against Eastern Kentucky on Feb. 23 and North Alabama on Feb. 27. On March 1,
the first round of the ASUN playoffs will begin, with seedings dependent on the remaining
games of the season.
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Woman of the Year nominations open to JSU community
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/18/woman-of-the-year-nominations-open-to-jsu-community/
February 18, 2022

Emily Ford, Correspondent
Nominations are officially open for JSU Woman of the Year awards, which will be presented
in March as part of Women’s History Month.
The Women’s History Month Committee, which is in charge of the awards ceremony, invites
the JSU community to nominate a deserving individual in three categories:
Woman of the Year: Student
Woman of the Year: Faculty, Staff or Administrator
Gender Equality Advocate of the Year (any employee or student)
An individual may be nominated for more than one category, if applicable, but nominees who
have won an award in a specific nomination category within the past three years cannot win
that specific category for the current nomination year. All award nominations are due by
March 1 at 5 p.m.
Nominations can be made at 2022 JSU Women’s History Month Women of the Year
Nomination Form (office.com).
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The Women’s History Month Keynote Address and Award Ceremony will be held Thursday,
March 10 from 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. This free event sponsored by the Women’s History Month
Committee and the Office of Diversity and Inclusion is for JSU alumni, faculty, staff, and
students.
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. Attendees will have a chance to view artwork and essays by
local K-12 students and undergraduates, and awards for the artwork and essays will be
announced at 6 p.m. Food and beverages will be available for all attendees.
The Women’s History Month Committee will announce the winners of its faculty, student, and
gender advocate awards with a new lifetime achievement award presented to Roberta Watts,
following a keynote address by Ashley M. Jones, Alabama’s Poet Laureate.
Women’s History Month is celebrated by JSU’s Office of Diversity and Inclusion, which is
made up of many committees. These include Hispanic Organization Supporting Education
(HOPE), Women History Month Committee, and Black History Month Committee.
Additional sub-committees include Black Faculty and Staff Support Committee led by Dr.
Diane Best, Hispanic/Latinx Faculty and Staff Support Committee led by Jazmin Nunez,
Asian/Pacific Islanders Faculty and Staff Support Committee led by Yingqi Tang, LGBTQ+
Support Committee led by Freddy Clements, and Women in Academia Support Group led by
Dr. Erin Rider.
These committees host several other events in celebration of Women’s History Month each
year. One upcoming event this year is the Women’s History Month Empowerment March
which will be held on Tuesday, March 8 from 11:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
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Community Standards and Student Ethics organization
hosts Valentine’s Day event
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/18/community-standards-and-student-ethics-organization-hosts-valentines-day-event/
February 18, 2022

Brooklynn Wilkes, Correspondent
Just because Valentine’s Day is over, does not mean all the love must fizzle out. On Feb. 16,
Community Standards and Students Ethics hosted a “Love Yourself” Valentine’s Day Event.
This event was aimed at celebrating not only self-love but love within family and friendships.
At the event, it was hard to not find yourself being approached by smiling faces willing to talk
about all things self-love, safe sex, and healthy relationships. The Title IX team and
Community Standards and Student Ethics had a booth that poured out nothing but
encouragement for self-love and healthy relationships. They provided postcards with
encouraging messages and journals that were filled with pages that allowed you to express
yourself through writing and coloring about loving yourself.
Jean, a member of Community Standards and Student Ethics, spoke about all the different
ways that Valentine’s Day can be celebrated. Valentine’s Day does not have to be just a day
for couples and can be a time of reflection within yourself and other personal relationships.
“This is the time when you can evaluate the relationship with yourself, you can evaluate your
relationship with your friends and family,” Jean said. “It’s a lot of self-care and self-love.”
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Jean also mentioned how friendships are important, making sure that they are doing well and
know that you care. Checking on your friends can be as simple as a text or offer to hang out.
“Even going out to eat with a friend is showing them that you care,” Jean said.
The next booth was hosted by 2nd Chance, Inc., which aims to assist victims and survivors of
domestic and sexual violence. They offered a variety of pamphlets promoting safe sex, the
importance of being aware of the issue of stalking on campus, and how to get help if you are
caught up in a violent sexual or domestic situation. Their booth also offered free HIV testing
and if you opted to take part, you would get your results that same day.
The informative pamphlets were not the only thing that you could take home free of charge,
2nd Chance, Inc. also offered small packets of condoms to promote safe sex.
While being greeted by a bunch of smiling faces was inviting, it is hard to turn down a chance
to hold a super cute puppy. “River”, a chocolate lab puppy, was in attendance and was there
to give all the love and cuddles. River is the puppy of Community Standards and Student
Ethics director, Jasmin Nunez.
“Our Love Yourself event was a success with over 67 students engaging with us,” Nunez
said. She also boasted about having River make his official debut at the event, he certainly
did not disappoint.
The event was eye-opening and gave many the opportunity to explore their relationship with
themselves and those around them. It was informative and welcoming for those who may not
know where to start. The Community Standards and Student Ethics hosted a super engaging
event that made Valentine’s Day more than just a lovers holiday.
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UPD starts up new health program after deadly year for
law enforcement
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/18/upd-starts-up-new-health-program-after-deadly-year-for-law-enforcement/
February 18, 2022

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
541 officers died in the line of duty in 2021, making it the deadliest year in law enforcement
history, according to statistics from the Officer Down Memorial Page.
Of these deaths, statistics show COVID-19 was the leading cause of death among officers,
with 375 officers dying from the virus.
The numbers are concerning to local law enforcement, and the University Police Department
is taking steps to prioritize officers’ health and wellness, according to Michael Barton, UPD
Chief of Police.
“Law enforcement continues to be one of the most dangerous and stressful jobs in the U.S.
It is imperative that we take care of our law enforcement officers so that they are at their best
every day to take care of us,” the chief said.
To help improve officers’ physical and mental health, the UPD is starting a program with the
department of kinesiology that will give students the opportunity to work a real life experience
in their field, Barton said.
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Brian Mann, Deputy Chief of the UPD, met with the students on Wednesday to discuss plans
for the new initiative.The students will focus on creating exercise and dietary plans for the
officers, Mann said at the meeting.
Mann said that because of their fast-paced jobs, many officers end up eating fast food after
their shifts, contributing to an unhealthy lifestyle. Mann said this can lead to many cops
becoming overweight, which he believes is a factor in the number of COVID-19 deaths
among officers.
Mann hopes the students can bring their knowledge to teach officers how to eat healthy on
the job and how to utilize the exercise equipment the UDP has in-house. He also would like
to see some mental health initiatives because he said officers experience traumatic
situations on the job.
When asked about how he hopes the program will help the UPD officers, Mann said,
“They’re gonna be healthier. They’re gonna call out less for being sick. They’re gonna be
more fit for duty.”
The program is still in its early stages, and the students are currently coming up with plan
ideas for the program.
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Jacksonville State defeats Lipscomb 62-53
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/18/jacksonville-state-defeats-lipscomb-62-53/
February 18, 2022

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Thursday, Feb. 17, Jacksonville State women’s basketball defeated Lipscomb 62-53.
With the win, JSU clinches a first-round bye in the conference tournament.
The Gamecocks’ overall record improves to 19-6 and 10-3 in ASUN games. The 19 wins tie
the program record for D-1 wins in a single season. It was previously set during the 2017-18
season.
“I think it’s meaningful but honestly for this team, once we get going, the goal has been to get
to 20 since it hasn’t been done before,” Head coach Rick Pietri said.
Senior Imari Martin led the Gamecocks with 18 points and 6 rebounds. Martin hit her 100thcareer three-pointer. She became the 15th player to reach this feat and was the second
fastest to accomplish this feat. Junior Nekiyah Thompson also was a big contributor with 12
points and 6 rebounds.
JSU took control of the game from the end of the first quarter and to the first half of the
second quarter. During this time frame, JSU outscored Lipscomb 15 to 7. JSU held onto the
lead to have a 28-22 lead at halftime.
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The Gamecocks started the third quarter off slow, but used a 10-0 run capped off by a buzzer
beating layup by junior Kyra Williams to take an eleven point lead into the fourth quarter.
After an 8-1 run by Lipscomb to make the JSU lead only four with 2:22 to go, the Gamecocks
were able to defeat the Bisons thanks to five clutch free-throws.
The Gamecocks will be in action again on Sunday, Feb. 20 at Bellarmine at 1 p.m. With a
win, JSU will win the ASUN West Division Championship. JSU fans will be able to watch the
game on ESPN+.
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Gamecocks earn pair of wins on day one of Golden Eagle
Invite
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/18/gamecocks-earn-pair-of-wins-on-day-one-of-golden-eagle-invite/
February 19, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
Jacksonville State softball showed out on the first day of the Golden Eagle Invite tournament,
taking down Houston Baptist in a 7-3 victory and Southern Miss in a 2-1 win over the
tournament’s host.
With the wins today, the Gamecocks earned their fourth straight win and have amassed a 5-2
record.
Houston Baptist was overwhelmed by the complete game dealt by Lexi Androlevich, who
amassed seven hits, three runs, none earned, and two walks while striking out seven.
Megan Fortner gave the Gamecocks their first runs of the day with a grand slam in the sixth
inning to give JSU a 4-1 lead. Jacksonville State continued to amass runs in the sixth inning,
with all seven of their runs coming in the sixth.
Later that day, pitching proved to be huge for the Gamecocks as Kat Carter provided an
excellent outing against the Golden Eagles. Carter, who also had a complete game, had five
hits, one earned run and two walks while striking out three.
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After a home run in the fourth inning from Southern Miss, Jacksonville State was able to rally
with a double from Megan Fortner in the sixth inning allowing pinch runner Savannah
Sudduth to score and a double from Brantly Bonds bringing home Abbi Perkins to take the
lead.
Jacksonville State will conclude the tournament with a pair of games against the LouisianaMonroe Warhawks on Saturday. The first game will start at 5 p.m.
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Gamecocks clinch ASUN West, keep Bellarmine winless
in conference play
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/20/gamecocks-clinch-asun-west-keep-bellarmine-winless-in-conference-play/
February 21, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
For the first time since joining Division I, the Jacksonville State women’s basketball team
earned their 20th win of the season.
Along with their 20th win of the season, the Gamecocks also locked down the ASUN West
after taking down Bellarmine, who remains winless in conference play, in a 77-63 contest.
“It means a lot to win the West and reach 20 wins,” head coach Rick Pietri told JSU Sports
Information. “With the losses we had coming off last year, the fact that this team has found a
way to reach this milestone as well as win a division title – I just feel great for these kids that
they were able to accomplish this.”
With the win, JSU moved to a 20-6 overall record with an 11-3 record in conference play.
Bellarmine, who sits at the bottom of the ASUN West, dropped to a 3-22 overall and an
abysmal 0-14 conference record.
With four minutes left in the third quarter, Bellarmine sat nine points ahead of Jacksonville
State. From then on, the Gamecocks outscored Bellarmine 37-15 in the rest of the matchup.
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Kennedy Gavin led the Gamecocks with 19 points, while Kiera Griffin was able to put up 11
of her own. Griffin led the team in rebounds, with 10, while Gavin put up 9 in the victory.
Jacksonville State will wrap up the season with two games at The Pete. Eastern Kentucky
will take on the Gamecocks on Thursday at 6 p.m., with the season finale being against
North Alabama at 3:15 p.m.
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JSU wins big in most crucial game of the season
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/21/jsu-wins-big-in-most-crucial-game-of-the-season/
February 21, 2022

Justin Travis, Correspondent
In an absolutely critical game for Jacksonville State in the race for the number one seed in
the ASUN conference, the Gamecocks dominated the Bellarmine University Knights with a
score of 82-67. In a game for the top spot in the conference as well as a better chance at a
conference title, the Gamecocks exceeded expectations and exploded from the three point
line on the road.
Jacksonville State came out the gates early playing great, tenacious defense and nailing
multiple three point shots to take a 15-5 lead through the first five minutes of action. The
gameplan for JSU was clear at the start, move the ball quickly to get open looks from behind
the arc and knock them down. They were doing just that, with five early threes and an
emphatic dunk by Juwan Perdue which forced a Knights timeout with the score of 22-8. A
Demaree King three gave the Gamecocks an 18 point lead after the first 15 minutes of
action.
The first half ended on two possessions that defined the game early on, great ball movement
by JSU which led to another three point make, and a great defensive effort to force a bad
shot. The Gamecocks had nearly four in double digits at the half, and were led by Jalen
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Gibbs with 13 points and two big threes. As a team Jacksonville State shot an astonishing
50% from the arc with nine made threes, and racked up seven forced turnovers on defense.
The second half started just like how the first half ended, suffocating defense which led to a
nice block, and another three point make off an assist to jump out to a 21 point lead. The
Gamecocks were able to maintain a nearly 20 point lead through the first ten minutes of
action in the second half. Bellarmine was not just going to roll over however, over the next
few minutes the Knights continued to play hard and hit big shots showing why they’ve won
three straight heading into this game.
As the game clock continued to wind down, Jacksonville State was able to remain
consistently good on both offense and defense, a Kayne Henry dunk with a minute left took
out whatever air was left in the Bellarmine crowd. The JSU backcourt of Jalen Gibbs and
Darian Adams led the way combining for 43 points and an insane ten made threes between
the two. Jalen Finch added in 17 points and six assists as well.
Jacksonville State (18-9) will return back home to play Eastern Kentucky University (12-16)
this Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
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Tuesday’s matchup against Alabama moved to 12 p.m.
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/21/tuesdays-matchup-against-alabama-moved-to-12-p-m/
February 22, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
Jacksonville State’s game against Alabama was moved ahead to the first pitch taking place
at noon because of inclement weather, JSU Sports Information announced.
The game, which was originally scheduled for 3pm, will be the first away match Jacksonville
State will take on this season. Alabama will come to play the Gamecocks at Jim Case
Stadium on Tuesday, May 10 with a 6 p.m. first pitch.
Tuesday’s game will be streamed on the SEC Network and carried on the Gamecock Sports
Network.
Jacksonville State will look for their first win of the season, getting swept in their opening
series against the Kentucky Wildcats. This is the first time the Gamecocks started the
season 0-3 since 2012, when they were swept by Kennesaw State in a season opening
three-game series.
Last season, the Gamecocks took on the Crimson Tide for one game, falling 2-7 at SewellThomas Stadium in Tuscaloosa.
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JSU baseball opens the season at the Rudy Abbott Field
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/21/jsu-baseball-opens-the-season-at-the-rudy-abbott-field/
February 22, 2022

Jo Mayo, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State Gamecocks played their first games of the season against the
University of Kentucky Feb. 18-20. After battling to keep up, JSU fell short in all three games,
making their record 0-3.
The first game was the best of the three score-wise. It also started out the most promising as
Reid Fagerstrom struck out the first batter with the first few pitches of the game. A couple
were able to get on base, and with the help of AJ Causey, they were sent home to put the
first score on the board. After another inning and a couple of runs from the Wildcats,
Fagerstrom for the Gamecocks hit a home run, making this the first of the season. Carson
Crowe also hit a home run to put some more points on the board.
The two teams went back and forth on runs for most of the game, and by the end of the
eighth inning, the teams were tied at a nerve-racking 8-8 with only the ninth inning left.
Kentucky was able to pull off two runs in the ninth, but Jacksonville State was not able to
come back, marking this their first loss at 8-10.
The second game against the Wildcats on Saturday had an enormous turnout. 1,566 people
came to support; this was the third-largest turnout ever at the Jim Case Stadium. This game
was similar to the first where Kentucky had a good lead. Even though Alex Strachan hit a
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triple, nobody was able to send him home, and Kentucky had a jump start 4-0. They would
have had a bigger lead, but while the bases were loaded, Kody Putnam for JSU caught a
high ball in the sun to seal off the inning.
The first score of this game from the Gamecocks came when T.J. Reeves hit a homerun
sending Strachan home, being the only ones to score in this game. Reeves also later took a
hard hit to the hand, but this was ruled a foul, and he did not get to walk to first base. Luckily,
he was okay and continued to help the Gamecocks. This game ended in a 2-6 defeat.
The Sunday game had a tedious start. The only time JSU scored was when Jackson hit to
shortstop, and Strachan made a sacrifice to get out at second so Norton could score. UK had
three to our one, meaning JSU could have caught back up. Unfortunately, UK had a great
rest of the game scoring five in the eighth and seven in the ninth. The finishing score for this
game was a shocking 1-15.
The Gamecocks had a rough weekend that gradually became more unfortunate each day.
Even though this weekend did not go as planned, they must get ready to play again on
Tuesday, Feb. 22 at the University of Alabama at 12 p.m. This Southeastern Conference
game will be available to watch on the SEC+ network.
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Gamecocks fall to another SEC foe, lose fourth straight
game
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/22/gamecocks-fall-to-another-sec-foe-lose-fourth-straight-game/
February 23, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
Jacksonville State had yet another tough matchup to an SEC foe, this time falling to Alabama
in a 6-3 noon first pitch.
With the loss, the Gamecocks start off their season 0-4. This is the first time the team has
had an 0-4 start to the season since 2012, when they lost to their first three opponents of the
season and won just two of their first 15 games.
The runs scored came off of a pair of home runs, with a one-run home run scored by Carson
Crowe in the fourth inning and a two-run shot from Alex Strachan in the sixth inning.
Jake Peppers took the mound for the Gamecocks, pitching through three and two-thirds
innings, racking up seven hits, five earned runs and a walk while not recording a strikeout.
Relievers Trevor Andrews and Cole Turner combined for just two hits, one earned run and no
walks while striking out two in the remaining innings of the contest.
The Gamecocks will take on Southern Miss in a three-game series starting this Friday.

1/1

Celebrating Black history, heritage and talent
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/23/celebrating-black-history-heritage-and-talent/
February 23, 2022

The musician Jotham Vincent, also known by the stage name Bless, plays the “The Light that Never
Fails” on the flute. Photo courtesy of Alyxxis Jones.
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Members of the International House serve macaroni and cheese, fried fish and pound cake. Photo
courtesy of Alyxxis Jones.

Alexzandria Quintero reads a biography of Black activist Fred Hampton while Shan Godfrey paints
a portrait of Hampton. Photo courtesy of Alyxxis Jones.

2/6

Zaniyah Frazier, freshman at JSU, reads a poem she wrote about Black historical figure Ruby
Bridges. Photo courtesy of Alyxxis Jones.

Favour Ezenwiwe, sophomore at JSU, sings “The Light that Never Fails” by Andra Day at the Black
Heritage Month celebration. Photo courtesy of Alyxxis Jones.

3/6

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Black History Month is celebrated every February to recognize the achievements, history and
culture of the Black community.
With less than a week left in Black History Month, it is important to reflect on the
contributions made by Black Americans and the racial injustices they faced for centuries.
Jacksonville State University’s International House held a Black History Month celebration
last week to share Black culture with the Jacksonville community.
Several students used their talents to showcase what Black culture and history means to
them. An audience gathered to watch the presentations, songs and poems come to life with
powerful stories that demonstrate why this month is so important.
The first students to perform were Alexzandria Quintero and Shan Godfrey, both juniors at
JSU. Quintero told the story of Fred Hampton, an African American activist and civil rights
leader. While Quintero read Hampton’s biography, Godfrey painted a portrait of Hampton.
Hampton was a Chicago native who was a member of the NAACP and the Black Panther
Party during the 1950’s-1960’s. He used his talents of public speaking and leadership to fight
against the injustices Black people faced during the civil rights movement.
Hampton was passionate about the work the Black Panther Party was doing to fight for racial
equality through legislation and political programs. While leading the Illinois chapter of the
Black Panther, Hampton organized a number of community programs such as a free
breakfast program and a free medical clinic.
As the Black Panthers continued their work to protect African American communities, they
were monitored by the FBI, who saw them as a threat to international security. Hampton was
assassinated by Chicago police officers in 1969 in a raid against the Black Panthers. Other
members were injured and killed in the raid, and documents later revealed the raid was
organized by the FBI.
After Quintero and Godfrey’s presentation, Favour Ezenwiwe and Jotham Vincent, also
known by the stage name Bless, performed a song titled “The Light that Never Fails” by
Andra Day. Ezenwiwe sang the song while Vincent played the flute.
Day is an R&B singer from California. Her song “The Light that Never Fails” is an
encouraging and powerful testament about overcoming any obstacles one might face and
never losing hope along the way.
Ezenwiwe sang the lyrics, “We’ve all had that moment when our shoulders sink, and we sit
back and think we could just run, but we’re not born to chase the faded light. We’re not born
to fall and lose the fight.”

4/6

The song was a powerful reminder of the fight for equality that the African American
community has made for years and the fight for justice they continue to make today.
However, just like the song promises, the community has not given up on the fight despite
the many obstacles they face.
The last performer of the night was Zaniya Frazier, who read a poem she wrote about Black
historical figure Ruby Bridges.
When Bridges was just six years old, she became the first African-American child to
desegregate an all-white school in the South. In 1960, Bridges faced a crowd of angry white
people yelling racial slurs and phrases at her as she walked up the school steps, hair bow on
head and a bookbag in hand.
Only one teacher volunteered to work with Bridges. The child was not allowed to be around
her white classmates in the classroom, cafetaria, bathrooms or playground. Her school life
continued like this until the following year when other Black students were allowed to attend
white schools.
As a kid, Bridges paved the way for African American children. She is still alive today and
continues to be a civil rights activist. Frazier ended her poem about Bridges with a powerful
quote that reflects what that six-year-old pupil had to endure in 1960.
“Racism is a grown-up disease, we should stop using our kids to spread it,” Frazier quoted
from Bridges in her poem.
After the presentations, the International House served the audience a soul food meal of
macaroni and cheese, fried fish and pound cake. Some of the attendees ate their food while
also dancing to the hip hop and R&B music playing over the speakers.
The night of celebration ended at the International House, but celebrating Black history and
culture does not have to stop when the event or month is over. Anyone can celebrate
anywhere or anytime by researching the history of the civil right movement, reading stories of
Black historical figures or supporting Black-owned businesses or charities.
Every person has a story of their heritage, and when asked about what Black heritage
means to them, many attendees shared stories about the unity among the Black community.
To Ezenwiwe, Black heritage means origin.
“It’s the essence of who I am. As much as we can easily forget about skin color and race, the
fact is it’s who we are. So, Black heritage to me is remembering and respecting the very
foundation of our DNA and what makes us Black and what makes us Black people,”
Ezenwiwe said.
To Quintero, it means joy.
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“For me, it’s the joy that we can still have because, yes, the system is literally against us, but
in spite of that, we’ve been able to have some good times. We have a community. There’s a
sense of family with people you don’t even know,” Quintero said.
As seen at the International House celebration, members of the Black community have many
different ways of celebrating through their talents, whether that is singing a song or sharing
cultural food with others, but they all share an unbreakable bond connected by their Black
identity.
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Two former Gamecocks drafted into 2022 USFL Draft
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/23/two-former-gamecocks-drafted-into-2022-usfl-draft/
February 23, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Wednesday, it was announced at the time of their selections that two former Jacksonville
State football players, Connor Christian and Tre’ Threat, were selected in the 2022 USFL
Draft.
The USFL, which officially dissolved in 1990 after three full seasons, looks to make a
comeback and play all of their games in Birmingham for their first season.
Defensive tackle Connor Christian was the first former Gamecock off the board, going to the
New Orleans Breakers. Christian, who played at Jacksonville State from 2016-2018, was
drafted in the 26th round of the draft by the Breakers.
During his time with the Gamecocks, Christian racked up a total of 51 tackles, 15 being
tackles for loss, to go along with nine sacks and two blocked kicks. Christian was also a 2nd
team All-OVC selection in 2018.
Linebacker Tre’ Threat was the second former Gamecock off the board, being drafted by the
Michigan Panthers in the 31st round of the draft. Threat played at Jacksonville State in the
2018 and 2019 seasons.
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Threat played for Jacksonville State after transferring from Auburn in the 2018 season.
During his two seasons with the Gamecocks, Threat compiled 42 tackles, seven sacks and
two fumble recoveries.
All of the USFL’s games this season will be played at Protective Stadium, the new home to
Jacksonville State’s in-state rival UAB. The first game of the USFL season will be on April 16,
when the Birmingham Stallions take on the New Jersey Generals.
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JSU softball defeated by the Auburn Tigers
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/23/jsu-softball-defeated-by-the-auburn-tigers/
February 24, 2022

Kaelyn Albright, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State softball team took on the #21 Auburn Tigers in their first home game
of the season, ultimately falling in a 10-0 blowout. With the loss, the Gamecocks fell to a 6-4
overall record.
The Gamecocks fought against the 21st ranked Auburn Tigers the best they could before
falling short. The Gamecocks had three hits for the game.Lindsey Richardson, Camyrn
Mclemore and Sidney Wagon all contributed to the three hits the Gamecocks were able to
earn against the Tigers.
Pitcher Kat Carter had a great first five innings, holding back the Auburn Tigers offense as
long as she could, with the Tigers earning three runs off of Carter.
Ultimately, the Gamecocks could no longer hold off the Tiger’s offense after the fifth inning. In
the sixth inning, Auburn racked up seven of their 10 runs.
Next on the schedule for JSU softball is the I-75 tournament. The tournament, which is being
played at Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia, starts Saturday at 1 p.m.
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Former Gamecock, Siran Neal, signs three-year contract
extension with Buffalo Bills
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/24/former-gamecock-siran-neal-signs-three-year-contract-extension-with-buffalo-bills/
February 24, 2022

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Wednesday, it was announced that Jacksonville State defensive back Siran Neal inked a
three-year, $10.9 million contract extension to continue to play for the Buffalo Bills.
Neal was a fifth round pick by the Buffalo Bills in 2018, being selected with the 154th overall
pick.
Neal played at Jacksonville State from 2013-2017, earning First Team All-OVC honors in
2016 and 2017. During his time with the Gamecocks, Neal racked up 191 tackles, 11.5
tackles for loss, 21 pass break-ups, three forced fumbles and three interceptions.
After his selection, Neal has played a key role for the Buffalo Bills on special teams
especially, racking up a career-high 12 special teams tackles this season for the Bills.
During his time in Buffalo, Neal has accumulated 83 total tackles, one sack, three forced
fumbles, two fumble recoveries and one pass deflection.
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Southerners take “One Giant Leap” into 2022
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/24/southerners-take-one-giant-leap-into-2022/
February 25, 2022

Abbie Tarvin, Correspondent
Jacksonville State University’s Marching Southerners released their new Fall 2022 show
theme on Feb. 13.
Fans were ecstatic to find out that the show will be called “One Giant Leap,” a very fitting
name and theme for the Southerners considering all they have accomplished this year.
The band started out the year by receiving the Sudler Trophy award for the first time in JSU’s
history, and they have even been invited to perform in Normandy, France in June 2024.
The new show’s theme is all about progress and determination, which encompasses
everything the Marching Southerners are about.
“I thought we had topped one of our best shows with Fate of the Gods, but this show might
take the cake!” said saxophone player Kayla Shands. “Everything that the Southerners are
able to do never ceases to amaze me. I hope everyone is just as excited as I am!”
The music will consist of six different selections: Alan Menken and David Zippel’s “Go the
Distance,” Michael Giacchino’s “Enterprising Young Men,” Gustav Holst’s “Jupiter” from “The
Planets,” Sherman Kelley’s “Dancing in the Moonlight,” Amin Bhatia’s “Interstellar Suite,” and
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Richard Strauss’ “Also Sprach Zarathustra.”
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JSU secures ASUN Regular Season Title with win over
Eastern Kentucky
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/24/jsu-secures-asun-regular-season-title-with-win-over-eastern-kentucky/
February 25, 2022

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Wednesday, Feb. 23, Jacksonville State defeated Eastern Kentucky 81-68. JSU
improved their overall record to 19-9 and 12-3 in the ASUN.
A Liberty loss and the win secured JSU’s first ASUN West Division Title and ASUN Regular
Season Title. The last regular season championship for the Gamecocks was in 1992, when
JSU was a member of the Gulf Coast Conference. This is the 20th conference title for the
men’s basketball team.
JSU will host the ASUN Tournament next week. Jacksonville State will play their first game of
the tournament on Thursday, March 3.
Senior Darian Adams led the Gamecocks with 27 points, four rebounds, and four assists.
Senior Kayne Henry was also a big contributor with 15 points and six rebounds. Senior Jalen
Gibbs had 10 points, five rebounds and five assists. Senior Brandon Huffman had six points
and seven rebounds. The seniors for the Gamecocks combined to score 58 points.
The Gamecocks took control of the first half with a 12-0 run, which helped JSU have a 45-28
lead at halftime. Jacksonville State shot 63% from the field in the first half.
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JSU continued their hot shooting throughout the contest, shooting 58% in the second half.
They held a double digit lead for the rest of the game. JSU was able to stretch out the lead to
as high as 20 points in the second half.
The next time the Gamecocks will be in action will be on Saturday, Feb. 26 at 1 p.m.
Gamecock fans will be able to watch the home finale on ESPN+.
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JSU women’s basketball defeated EKU and was honored
for ASUN West Division Title
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/25/jsu-womens-basketball-defeated-eku-and-was-honored-for-asun-west-division-title/
February 25, 2022

Preston Odam, Correspondent
On Thursday, the Jacksonville State women’s basketball team defeated Eastern Kentucky at
home by a score of 64-51. This win gives the Lady Gamecocks another victory further adding
to their single-season win record while being at the Division I level. This win marked win
number 21 as the regular season begins to end as Saturday’s game will wrap up the regular
season.
This 21st win gives JSU a record of 21-6 overall with a 12-3 record in ASUN play. The win
Thursday also was the 12th home win this season for the Gamecocks which sets a JSU
Division I record for most home victories in a single season. The Gamecocks are an
impressive 12-1 in “The Pete” with one more home regular season game remaining.
The Gamecocks, who normally shoot well at home, did not shoot a high percentage from the
field overall. However, thanks to some solid team defense and high effort given to rebound
the ball, the Gamecocks were able to capture the win. JSU actually converted more secondchance points in the game than the Colonels leading to a seven point margin in that area of
the game, and the Gamecocks knocked down six three pointers compared to only two by
EKU.
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“I was concerned about our focus because we had nothing specific to gain from a standings
standpoint because our seeding is locked, but I thought our kids came out a lot more focused
than I expected to be honest and I thought we defended exceptionally well,” Head Coach
Rick Pietri said. “I think offensively we were rough around the edges at times, but we were
timely in our scoring. Defensively we were able to hold the fort down and finish.”
Imari Martin and Kiana Johnson both added 13 points to lead the way in scoring for JSU.
Freshman forward Bre’Anna Rhodes came off the bench to add eight points and three
rebounds. Kennedy Gavin led the Gamecocks in rebounds in the game with eight, three of
which were offensive boards. Gavin also gave the Gamecocks a solid eight points.
After the game, the Gamecocks celebrated clinching the ASUN West Division Championship
with a net cutting ceremony in which they won after a victory at Bellarmine last week. JSU
won the Gulf South Conference Tournament in 1993 while they were still Division II. This
West Division Title is the first of its kind for any women’s basketball program since the
transition to Division I.
“Having the opportunity to cut down nets is something special and you don’t get the chance
to do that a lot,” Pietri said. “I think it was a neat experience for our team to be able to do
that, so now we put that behind us and look forward to facing a really good North Alabama
team on Saturday.”
JSU has secured the number one seed in the West Division for the approaching ASUN
Conference Championship Tournament and they have earned a bye. This means the
Gamecocks will face, at home, the winner of the No. 5 West vs. No. 4 East game in the
quarterfinals on Sunday, March 6, at Pete Mathews Coliseum. Saturday, the Gamecocks
look to close out the regular season against North Alabama on Senior Day. The game tips off
at 3:15 p.m. The game will be available for streaming on ESPN+.
“Saturday is Senior Day and hopefully that will motivate our kids. North Alabama is a quality
opponent who is on a roll, and it will be a challenge for us, hopefully we will be up for the
challenge,” Pietri said. “The good news for our players is that we don’t play for eight days
after Saturday. So, we will give them a few days off. So, we can lay it all on the line Saturday
because it’s the last one.”
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Gamecocks cut down the Nets, take ASUN Conference
Championship on senior day
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/26/gamecocks-cut-down-the-nets-take-asun-conference-championship-on-senior-day/
February 26, 2022

Justin Travis, Correspondent
Looking to build on their three game winning streak to finish the season out on a high note,
the Gamecocks win 69-52 on an emotional Senior Day. In a big game against lowly division
rival North Alabama, JSU players, coaches, and fans honor seniors Kayne Henry, Jalen
Gibbs, Darian Adams, and Brandon Huffman.
Jacksonville State started rolling early on, picking up where they left off in the previous
games, playing strong defense and running half-court offense to perfection to take an early
7-0 lead. Over the next few minutes JSU went on a long scoring drought which was
capitalized on by North Alabama to tie the game at nine. The Lions were being carried by
Daniel Ortiz, who seemed to have the answers to the tough test that is the Gamecocks
defense, scoring in a myriad of ways.
As the time continued to wind off the clock of the first half, it became very evident that this
would be a low scoring game defined by both teams’ defense. A big three point make by
Darian Adams allowed JSU to take a four point lead going into the half. Daniel Ortiz led the
way for the Lions as he had 21 of his team’s 26 points at the half. The Gamecocks were led
at the half by Jalen Gibbs, with 10 points.
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This game was going to be determined by whichever team could cut out the turnovers in the
second half, and find their offense first. The whistles came out early and often to start the
second half, as the referees looked to clean up the physical defensive play. JSU was able to
connect on a couple of and-one plays to take a 46-31 lead after the first five minutes in the
second half. The Gamecocks were able to stay consistent on defense and find rhythm on the
offense enough to take a 17 point lead in the second half.
A pair of Demaree King threes from the right corner, directly in front of his bench, sealed the
game for JSU as the second half winded down. The game ended with the four seniors
combining for 38 points, 17 rebounds, five steals, and four blocks. Capping an excellent
season for the fantastic four with the ASUN crown.
The Jacksonville State Gamecocks (20-9) will return to action, as the number one seed, in
the ASUN Conference Tournament.
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Track travels to the ASUN Indoor Championships
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/27/track-travels-to-the-asun-indoor-championships/
February 28, 2022

Jo Mayo, Correspondent
JSU track and field traveled to Lynchburg, Virginia, to compete in the ASUN Indoor
Championships on Feb. 25th and 26th. This championship involves several D1 teams
located throughout the Southeast, including Central Arkansas, Lipscomb, Jacksonville State,
and more. This is the meet that every other competition has led up to.
Friday the 25th consisted of mostly preliminaries. In the 60-meter hurdle prelims, Ashton
Coats led JSU in this event placing fifth with a time of 8.81. Tylynn Register also competed
and placed 12th with 9.28. Coats went into the finals but did not beat her time. She placed
fifth overall in this event, scoring four points for JSU.
Malon Lee led the Gamecocks in the 200 meters, placing 14th with a time of 25.48. Ayanna
Rollins and Imani Dent placed 19th and 20th in the same event. The standings are similar for
the 60-meter dash with Lee leading the Gamecocks in 16th. Rollins and Dent placed 18th
and 19th. For the 400 meters, Leandra Custodio placed 10th with 57.06, barely missing the
placement to make it into the finals. Hailey Tucker placed 19th in the same event.
The distance runners did not have as much luck as the sprinters in the prelims. In the 800
run, Miriam Schulz was the only JSU athlete to compete and placed 13th with 2:31:33. There
was also only one Gamecock to compete in the 5000 run. Sarah Jaloma came in 23rd with
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19:32:79. In the 4000 medley relay, Wainer, Holman, Schraudner, and Wetmore placed ninth
with 12:55:70.
Some of the distance runs did not have a prelim. In the 3000 run, Sierra Wainer placed 33rd
with 10:54:90, and right behind her in 34th was Elizabeth Wetmore with 10:56:23. Jaloma
was also supposed to run, but she did not show up for the event. The distance runners did
well in the 1600 relay. Holman, Tucker, Coats, and Custodio placed sixth in 3:51:95, which
means they scored three points for JSU.
Moving on to non-running events, three out of 12 pole vaulters were from JSU. Bethany
Davis came in seventh, scoring two points by clearing 3.47 meters. Casey Phelan and
Kayley Stanley came in ninth and tenth, both clearing 3.32 meters. Kirsen Gardner competed
in the weight throw, placing 11th with a distance of 12.42 m. There were no Gamecocks who
competed in the one mile, long jump, high jump, or triple jump.
Along with the normal track and field events, there was also a pentathlon. The pentathlon
included competing in the 60-meter hurdles, high jump, long jump, shot put, and 800-meter
run. Carolina Minozzi placed 11th, scoring 2925 points in that event.
The Gamecocks overall did well in the ASUN championship, and several points were scored.
This was the last indoor meet of the season. Next, the Gamecocks will open their outdoor
season at the Gem of the Hills Classic, hosted by JSU at the Choccolocco Park on March
11th and 12th.
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Award-winning author Maurice Ruffin holds reading at
JSU
jsuchanticleer.com/2022/02/27/award-winning-author-maurice-ruffin-holds-reading-at-jsu/
February 28, 2022

Abbie Tarvin, Correspondent
On Wednesday afternoon, Maurice Carlos Ruffin joined listeners in the Merrill Hall auditorium
for a reading of one of his books.
Ruffin is a creative writing professor at Louisiana State University in his hometown of New
Orleans, Louisiana. Ruffin has won and been nominated for several literary awards, including
the Iowa Review Award for Fiction, the PEN/Faulkner Award and the Dayton Literary Peace
Prize.
Ruffin has also been published in the New York Times and the L.A. Times newspapers. He
currently has two books published titled “We Cast a Shadow” and “The Ones Who Don’t Say
They Love You: Stories.”
During Ruffin’s reading on Wednesday, he focused on his newest novel—”The Ones Who
Don’t Say They Love You: Stories”—which was published in 2021.
He read four of his short stories titled “True Justice for a False Man of God,” “Election,”
“Zimmerman,” and “Mercury Forges.”
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Ruffin noted that like the first three of these stories, many of his works contain the point of
views of women characters. He does this because he believes that women lead characters
need more representation in writing.
However, “Mercury Forges” has a male main character, which he says was based on
someone he met. Lastly, Ruffin read his poem “Spinning” which he based on his own
childhood.
Ruffin ended the reading with a question-and-answer session that consisted of advice he
could give to other writers, his opinion on how someone should write from the point of view of
marginalized characters and his experience with promoting his works during the pandemic.
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